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Circars, and confirmed the grant of dive's jagir. He
tried at the same time to induce Clive to march to
Delhi and replace him on the throne. This policy had
been recommended in March 1762 by Eyre Coote and
others, who considered that the English army was equal
to the enterprise, and that " so glorious an opportunity
of aggrandising the Company in Hindostan " should not
be lost. Clive, however, believed that Shah Alum was
not the man to rule in troublous times, and would
not listen to the project. He advised the Padishah to
live quietly in the Company's territory, and when he
would not accept the advice, told him plainly that the
Company would not assist him in any enterprise beyond
their possessions.
Clive had next to contend with a formidable mutiny
among the officers of the army. After Plassey,
Meer Jaffier granted double batta to the English force,
at the request of Clive, who warned the officers at
the time that the indulgence could not be continued.
The Directors repeatedly sent most positive orders that
it should cease, but the weak governments of Vansittart
and Spencer were so completely overawed by the army,
and so eager to share in any possible plunder, that the
orders were never enforced. The officers thus came to
look upon the indulgence almost as a matter of right.
When the Company accepted the diwani, and the
revenues of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa came into their
hands, they determined to discontinue the double batta,
and the Select Committee issued an order that it was to
cease on January 1st, 1766.
The officers, though seeming to acquiesce, were de-
termined to resist the order, and formed a secret league